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Op-Ed

FPL’s nuclear-power plan regressive, harmful

By TOMAS REGALADO, CINDY LERNER, PHILIP STODDARD AND JOSE JAVIER RODRIGUEZ
TurkeyPoint.COLEIS@nrc.gov

Florida Power & Light argues that its new nuclear
project is environmentally friendly, that it will
benefit us economically, and that its future plans
at Turkey Point are safe. Unfortunately, none of
these claims are accurate.

FPL is currently seeking approval from the federal
Nuclear Regulatory Commission for two new
nuclear reactors at Turkey Point and miles of 10-
story transmission lines in residential Miami-Dade
County and downtown Miami.
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FPL'’s project would reduce the availability of fresh
water for our communities, it would commit South
Florida to antiquated and expensive nuclear
technology from last century, and it would render
our electric system vulnerable to storm surges
from rising seas. FPL ignores these difficult facts.

Nuclear plants consume vast amounts of water to
keep reactors cool. FPL currently accounts for
less than 1 percent of the water used in Miami-
Dade County, but a nuclear expansion would raise
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More Op-Ed
that to 10 percent of water usage. In two decades,
the demands on our limited water supply are Government should not prop up
already projected to skyrocket. FPL emphasizes greyhound racing
that the primary cooling system will use reclaimed
wastewater. But it ignores the inconvenient fact Court can use reason in sex-on-
that its backup cooling system will also draw over beach case

7 billion gallons of water a year from Biscayne

Bay and the Biscayne Aquifer, our only source of Single mom, married mom — there’s

drinking water, threatening the coastal no predictable outcome

Everglades, Biscayne National Park, and South

Dade well fields. Given the anticipated demands FPL's nuclear-power plan

on our shrinking water supply, FPL’s water grab is regressive, harmful

an irresponsible use of resources.

When the Turkey Point expansion was first Is Bush too reasonable for the
proposed, the projected cost was about $7 billion. GOP?

The latest projections are $20 billion. Nuclear

expansion might make sense for FPL’s

shareholders but it doesn't for us.

FPL’s project commits us to expensive nuclear
power for the next 60 years without fairly
evaluating more cost-effective energy that does
not require local storage of radioactive waste. The
cheapest, cleanest and safest way to meet our
energy needs is through energy conservation and
efficiency. Conservation is one-fifth the cost of
nuclear generation, yet FPL opposes
conservation standards and presses for nuclear,
the most expensive and risky investment
available. Given the falling prices of solar power

Editor's Choice Videos

and new batteries, we question the wisdom of

committing customers to $20 billion worth of last
century’s technology, while closing the door on
cheaper, safer and more environmentally
responsible options.

Florida law allows FPL to charge its customers for
the licensing and construction costs for this

project. In the past three years, FPL has charged

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20380647.htmI[5/11/2015 8:00:46 AM]


http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20593980.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20593980.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20594082.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20594082.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20593365.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20593365.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20593491.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20593491.html


http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29041159&trackingGroup=90045&widgetId=28142&playlistId=507&siteSection=miamiherald_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.miamiherald.com%252Fopinion%252Fop-ed%252Farticle20380647.html

FPL’s nuclear-power plan regressive, harmful | Miami Herald Miami Herald

us $209 million. Even if FPL never completes the
new reactors, it keeps our money. These charges
include new transmission lines in Everglades
National Park and the heart of Miami-Dade’s

dense commercial and residential neighborhoods.
Massive 105-foot tall towers along Dixie Highway
would cut through Pinecrest, South Miami, Coral
Gables, Coconut Grove, and then Brickell, on
their way into downtown Miami, carving tens of
millions annually from the county’s tax base and
killing thousands of jobs in the process. The
proposed transmission lines will not be built to
Florida hurricane safety standards. If a tower
buckles during a storm, it could destroy the
Metrorail and surrounding homes.

The original decision to build nuclear reactors at
Turkey Point, on a hurricane-swept coastline
vulnerable to storm surge, was made a half a
century before we understood climate change and
sea-level rise. FPL’s new reactors would operate
until 2080, during which, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
recommends that power plants account for three
feet to 6.6 feet of sea-level rise. FPL’s application
accounts for only one foot of sea-level rise for that
period, clearly unrealistic given the five inches of
sea-level rise measured locally in the past five
years.

Even one foot of sea-level rise will inundate the
area surrounding Turkey Point and turn the power
plant into a remote island. A difference of two feet
of sea-level rise will dramatically affect the height
of future storm surges. FPL’s assertion that new
reactors will be safe from a storm surge because
they are 26-feet above “sea level,” overlooks the
facts that FPL's “sea level” standard is 27 years
old; and the project does not properly account for
realistic storm surge projections. FPL ignores
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these facts to double down on a dangerous
position based on yesterday’s science.

Join us by expressing your objection to FPL’s
project as proposed. Contact the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission at
TurkeyPoint. COLEIS@nrc.gov. This federal
agency has the most authority over FPL’s project
and is required by law to account for public
comments submitted before May 22.

TOMAS REGALADO IS MAYOR OF MIAMI; CINDY LERNER IS
MAYOR OF PINECREST; PHILIP STODDARD IS MAYOR OF
SOUTH MIAMI; AND JOSE JAVIER RODRIGUEZ IS THE STATE

REPRESENTATIVE OF DISTRICT 112.

MORE OP-ED U
I

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20380647.html[5/11/2015 8:00:46 AM]


http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
mailto:?subject=FPL%e2%80%99s+nuclear-power+plan+regressive%2c+harmful&body=http%3a%2f%2fwww.miamiherald.com%2fopinion%2fop-ed%2farticle20380647.html
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=mcclatchy-miamiherald&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-e:Below Article Thumbnails Responsive:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=mcclatchy-miamiherald&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-e:Below Article Thumbnails Responsive:
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38512-67348&moid=65624&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38512-67348&moid=65624&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38512-67348&moid=65624&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38512-67348&moid=65624&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38512-67348&moid=65624&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://secure2.inflammationsolution.com/default-ns/?cid=istab1&adid=nevereatfishicecntl&sid=rmdt&ep=n
http://secure2.inflammationsolution.com/default-ns/?cid=istab1&adid=nevereatfishicecntl&sid=rmdt&ep=n
http://secure2.inflammationsolution.com/default-ns/?cid=istab1&adid=nevereatfishicecntl&sid=rmdt&ep=n
http://secure2.inflammationsolution.com/default-ns/?cid=istab1&adid=nevereatfishicecntl&sid=rmdt&ep=n
http://secure2.inflammationsolution.com/default-ns/?cid=istab1&adid=nevereatfishicecntl&sid=rmdt&ep=n
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.fool.com/mms/mark/video-wearable/?preroll=false&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=wearable_straightsale&source=erbtabimu0860042
http://www.fool.com/mms/mark/video-wearable/?preroll=false&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=wearable_straightsale&source=erbtabimu0860042

FPL’s nuclear-power plan regressive, harmful | Miami Herald Miami Herald

WiamiHevald

SUBSCRIPTIONS SITE INFORMATION
Digital Subscriptions Customer Service
Digital Edition About Us

Home Delivery Contact Us

Vacation Hold NewsMedia in Education
Report a Delivery Error Public Insight Network

Miami Herald Rewards Reader Panel

SOCIAL, MOBILE & MORE ADVERTISING
Facebook Place a Classified

Twitter Media Kit

Google+ Commercial Printing
Mobile Apps & eReaders Public Notices

Mobile Alerts Find&Save Local Shopping

Newsletters

Copyright Commenting Policy Privacy Policy Terms of Service

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article20380647.html[5/11/2015 8:00:46 AM]


http://www.miamiherald.com/
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/copyright/#navlinks=footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/commenting-policy/#navlinks=footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/plus/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/digital/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/plus/#navlink=mi_footer
http://pubsys.miamiherald.com/static/subscriptions/subscribe/service.html#navlink=mi_footer
http://pubsys.miamiherald.com/static/subscriptions/subscribe/service.html#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/rewards/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/about-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.nieonline.com/miami/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/public-insight-network/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/reader-panel/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Herald/38925837299#navlink=mi_footer
https://twitter.com/miamiherald/#navlink=mi_footer
https://plus.google.com/109936907321316291240
http://www.miamiherald.com/mobile/#navlink=mi_footer
http://hrld.us/txtalerts
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/newsletters/newsletter-signup/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/advertise/place-an-ad/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiheraldadvertising.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiheraldadvertising.com/services-comprint.html#navlink=mi_footer
http://floridapublicnotices.com/
http://www.findnsave.com/#navlink=mi_footer

	miamiherald.com
	FPL’s nuclear-power plan regressive, harmful | Miami Herald Miami Herald


	9hcnRpY2xlMjAzODA2NDcuaHRtbAA=: 
	form3: 
	q: Search the site
	button3: 


	9hcnRpY2xlMjAzODA2NDcuaHRtbAA=: 
	button1: 



