Irrigertieﬂ-RirK

....bringing water efficiency to Miami-Dade County

Every Drop Counts

Water use efficiency is becoming increasingly important in South
Florida due to the many demands on our potable water supply. The
average person in Miami-Dade uses 138 gallons of water per day.
Almost half of that total is used outside the home, often excessively,
to maintain landscapes.

Soil moisture SENSOFS provide a method for improving

irrigation and water savings by not watering when the soil moisture
is already sufficient for plant growth. Experience with these control

systems on homes has shown water savings of 50% relative to other
homes with only irrigation timers.

Irrigation retrofit program

This program, funded by Miami-Dade County Water and Sewer Department
(MDWASD) and conducted by the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN)
program in the Miami-Dade County University of Florida Extension Office, is
providing Homeowners Associations (HOA) and Single Family Homes (SFH)
within Miami-Dade County with an opportunity to help create water
efficient communities. This project includes a water savings assessment
component that is being conducted by the University of Florida Tropical
Research and Education Center.

Irrigation Retrofit Incentives

* Receive a [FF@@ soil moisture sensor valued at $200

* Receive a [FF@& irrigation efficiency evaluation by the Urban Conservation Unit.

* On completion of the irrigation system upgrade and retrofit, MDWASD will reimburse HOAs that
participate in the program up to $2850.

* Learn about Florida Yards & Neighborhoods landscape principles, which can further improve
landscape water-use efficiency and also preserve our water quality.

* Learn about additional MDWASD water conservation efforts like the showerhead exchange
program, and toilet rebate program.

* Save Money by using less water & electricity!
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w the project works in 4 easy steps:

1. The HOA and SFH sign a Letter of Agreement with FYN, & the
Urban Conservation Unit (UCU).

2. An appointment with the UCU will be scheduled to evaluate
the irrigation system and a soil moisture sensor will provided
FREE of charge to be installed by the HOA or SFH irrigation
contractor.

3. An appointment for a post evaluation of the irrigation
system and a sensor inspection will be scheduled.

4. The HOA submits copies of paid invoices and canceled

checks for irrigation retrofits & sensor installation for

reimbursement by MDWASD.

The Big Picture

This irrigation incentive project is part of a larger effort to better manage our traditional water
supplies while encouraging the development of alternative water supplies and improving the
efficiency of our current water use.

Developing efficient water use practices can help our community avoid the likelihood of future water
shortages.

Join toclay and commit to protecting our most precious
natural resourcel

For more information, contact:

Mary McCready, Extension Agent Laura Vasquez, Coordinator
Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Florida Yards and Neighborhoods
305.248.3311 ext. 230 305.248.3311 ext. 239
mlishedd@ufl.edu lavasquez@ufl.edu

www.miamidade.gov/conservation
www.miami-dade.ifas.ufl.edu
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